Prokeimenon of the Day, three readings

Priest: Wisdom!
Reader: The reading from the First Book of Moses called Genesis. (Genesis 17:15-17, 19; 18:11-14; 21:1-8)
Priest: Let us attend!
Reader: God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her
name. I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations;
kings of peoples shall come from her." Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, "Shall a child
be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?" God said, "Yes,
Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an
everlasting covenant for his offspring after him.Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way of
women had ceased to be with Sarah. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, "After I am worn out, and my lord is old,
shall I have pleasure?" The LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh and say, 'Shall I indeed bear a child, now
that I am old?' Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you, about this time next year,
and Sarah shall have a son." The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had
promised. And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to him.
Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. And Abraham circumcised
his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. Abraham was a hundred years old when
his son Isaac was born to him. And Sarah said, "God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over
me." And she said, "Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son
in his old age." And the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was
weaned.
Priest: Wisdom!
Reader: The reading from the Judges of Israel. (Judges 13:2-8, 13-14, 17-18, 21)
Priest: Let us attend!
Reader: There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was Manoah. And his wife was
barren and had no children. And the angel of the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, "Behold, you are
barren and have not borne children, but you shall conceive and bear a son. Therefore be careful and drink no wine
or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, for behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. No razor shall come upon
his head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb, and he shall begin to save Israel from the hand of
the Philistines." Then the woman came and told her husband, "A man of God came to me, and his appearance was
like the appearance of the angel of God, very awesome. I did not ask him where he was from, and he did not tell me
his name, but he said to me, 'Behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. So then drink no wine or strong drink, and
eat nothing unclean, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb to the day of his death.'" Then Manoah
prayed to the LORD and said, "O Lord, please let the man of God whom you sent come again to us and teach us
what we are to do with the child who will be born." And the angel of the LORD said to Manoah, "Of all that I said to
the woman let her be careful. She may not eat of anything that comes from the vine, neither let her drink wine or
strong drink, or eat any unclean thing. All that I commanded her let her observe." And Manoah said to the angel of
the LORD, "What is your name, so that, when your words come true, we may honor you?" And the angel of the
LORD said to him, "Why do you ask my name, seeing it is wonderful?" The angel of the LORD appeared no more to
Manoah and to his wife.
Priest: Wisdom!
Reader: The reading from the Prophesy of Isaiah. (Isaiah 40:1-5, 9; 41:17-18; 45:8; 48:20-21; 54:1)
Priest: Let us attend!
Reader: Thus says the Lord: Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to
her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD's hand double for
all her sins. A voice cries: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for
our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become
level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your
voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not. I the LORD will answer them; I the God of
Israel will not forsake them. I will open rivers on the bare heights, and fountains in the midst of the valleys. I will make
the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds
rain down righteousness; let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit.Declare this with a shout
of joy, proclaim it, send it out to the end of the earth; say, "The LORD has redeemed his servant Jacob!" They did not
thirst when he led them through the deserts; he made water flow for them from the rock; he split the rock and the
water gushed out. "Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing and cry aloud. For the children of
the desolate one will be more than the children of her who is married."
Then, the Augmented Litany (p. 18)

